Life and Letters

This is,  of course, an exaggeration :    and
even had it been literally true at that date,
she would have lost her proud pre-eminence
ten thousand times over by now.    She was
fairly widely read in history and literature :
and amongst her other accomplishments, as her
nephew proudly relates, were embroidery of
the most masterly kind, spillikins., and cup-
and-ball, at which she once caught the ball a
hundred  times  running.    One  would  expect
this : she was a human being before she was a
woman of intellect:   and her propensity for
entering  into   the   occupations   and   amuse-
ments of her circle is of a  piece with  her
preference to write about the world she lived
in rather than about the myriad worlds she
did not live in.    Her brain was good enough
for anything, but she did not employ it in
speculation or controversy or the promiscuous
acquisition of facts.  One remembers the educa-
tion of the two Misses Bertram, who thought
themselves so superior to Fanny Price :

" How long ago it is, aunt, since we used to
repeat the chronological order of the Kings of
England, with the dates of their accession, and
most of the principal events of their reigns I ??

"Yes," added the other; " and of the
Roman Emperors as low as Severus ; besides
a great deal of the human mythology, and all
the metals, semi-metals, planets, and dis-
tinguished philosophers."
134